Historic,  archived  document 


Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


OPEN INS  ANNOUNCEMENT ;      Once  each  week  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  prepares  a  10-minute  radio  program  known  as  the  FARM  SCIENCE 

SNAPSHOTS.     Station    presents  these  Snapshots  every  Saturday.  The 

first  topic  in  today's  program  will  he  of  special  interest  to  hunters, 

lovers  of  wild  life,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact,  to  all  of  us    because 

it  reminds  us  that  the  season  for  hunting  wild  waterfowl  is  over.  It 
says: 


— 00O00 — 

By  this  time  the  old  duck  gun  has  he en  put  on  the  rack  and  the 
decoys  under  the  porch.    The  hunting  season  for  waterfowl  closed  January  31 

all  over  the  United  States   where  it  had  not  already  closed  either 

December  31,  January  7,  or  January  15.    Federal  regulations  permit  the 
holders  of  legally  killed  birds  to  have  them  in  their  possession  10  days 

after  the  close  of  the  season  but  better  consult  your  local  State 

game  laws  and  be  governed  accordingly.      Some  of  the  State  laws  are  not 
that  liberal. 


What  are  our  wild  birds  worth?    In  the  eastern  part  of  the  United 
States,  birds  are  credited  with  destroying    26.6  cents  worth  of  insects  for 
every  acre  of  ground.     The  value  of  meat  and  fur  from  wild  life  amounts  to 
14  cents  an  acre.    The  Value  of  fish  isestimated  at  44  cents  an  acre  of  water 
surface.    Paul  G.  Redington,  Chief  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Biological 
Survey  says  that  on  this  basis  the  wild  life  of  one  single  State,  South 
Carolina,  is  worth  approximately  $13,000,000  a  year. 


Grease  and  oil,  especially  linseed  oil,  have  been  found  by  special- 
ists in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  to  be  good  remedies  for  livestock  that 
have  been  poisoned  from  eating  LAUREL.      Technical  Bulletin  No.249-T  ex- 
plains dosages  and  other  important  matters  about  the  treatment. 


The  common  belief  that  dust  explosions  were  largely  limited  to 
grain  handling  factories  has  now  changed  to  a  nationwide  realization  that 
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dust  explosions  may  occur  in  various  lines  of    industry.    Within  recent 
years,  explosio  ns  have  resulted  from'   ignition  of  wood  dust,  paper  dust, 
hard- rubber  dust,  aluminum  powder,  cork  dust,  powdered  sugar,  as  well  as 
dusts  that  threaten  factories  handling  powdered  milk,  starch,  rosin,  fer- 
tilizer and  cottonseed  meal.    Chemical  engineers  in  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Chemistry  and  Soils.    A  report  that  clean  conditions  lessen  the 
loss  from  these  explosions.    And  they  .also  say  that  explosions  are  not 
so  severe  in  factories  containing  plenty  of  window  space.    As  a  matter  of 
fact,  some  of  the  explosions  recorded  didn't  do  as  much  damage  on  the 
sides  of  well  windowed  "buildings,  as  in  the  same  building  on  poorly  win- 
dowed sides. 

Scientists  in  one  of  Uncle  Sam's  pathological  laboratories  have 
crossed  a  strain  of  rust  that  attacks  rye  with  one  that  attacks  wheat, 
and  produced  a  new  rust.    That  new  rust  severely  infects  certain  varities 
of  both  wheat  and  rye  not  formerly  damaged  by  either  parent  rusts.  This 
discovery  emphasizes  the  importance  of  getting  rid  of  barberry  bushes 

throughout  the  wheat  belt        because  it  is  while  the  rust  spores  inhabit 

the  barberry  leaf  that  various  strains  interbreed  and    create  these  new 
hybrids. 


Information  from  the  United  States  Forest  Service  states  that  89 
fires  occurred  along  the  uncleared  roadside  in  19  counties  in  California 
as  compared  to  another  report  of  7  fires  along  the  cleared  roadside  of  28 
countries,  and  another  report  of  no  fires  along  the  cleared  roadside  in  22 
counties.    Many  fires  are  caused  by  lighted  cigarettes  and  matches  tossed 
ear'elcG'slly  f rom  automobiles.     Clearing  -and  cleaning  up  the  roadside  has 
nearly  eliminated  fires  from  this  cause. 


Wild  ducks  believe  in  traveling  and  seeing  the  country,  according 
to  information  from  the  United  States  Biological  Survey.      Black  ducks 
and  blue-winged  teals  banded  at  a  feeding  ground  in  southern  Ontario, 
have  been  recovered  in  29  States  and  3  Canadian  Provinces;  and  one  of  the 
blue-wings  was  discovered  off  the  northern  coast  of  South  America.  Ducks 
banded  in  Kansas  have  been  reported  from  19  States,  Canada,  Alaska,  and 
Mexico. 


Drought-killed  trees  make  good  farm  lumber  says  the  Forest  Service 
of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 


Air  liners  today  ply  regularly  from  Canada  to  Buenos  Aires  in 
South  America.    This  is  made  possible  by  regular  weather  reports  of  this 
and  other  coopera.ting  nations  striving  to  keep  an  eye  on  weather  conditions 
favorable  or  unfavorable  to  transportation  in  the  air,  on  the  high  seas, to 
property  or  to  human  life. 
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Seymour  Jones,  State  Market  Agent  for  the  State  of  Oregon  reports 
400  carloads  of  potatoes  washed  this  year  "before  shipment  to  market. 
Washed  potatoes  are  beautiful,  bright,  and  clean*  hut  must  he  used 
soon  after  washing;    Washed  Potatoes  don't  keep  so  well. 


Montana's  range  cattle  business  with  total  investments  running 
over  $100,000,000  in  1929  earned  nearly  4  and  one-haif  per  cent  on  the 
total  investment  in  95  typical  range  outfits — -says  the  Montana  State 
College  of  Agriculture. 


Part-time  farming  is  reported  on  approximately  60,000  Massachusetts 
farming  enterprises  that  produce  at  least  one-third  of  the  agricultural 
output  of  the  State. 


The  Louisiana  Extension  Service  reports  that  more  than  6,000 
carloads  of  fruits  and  vegetables  were  inspected  at  shipping  points  in 
1930e 


The  Iowa  State  College  reports  poultry  flocks  on  many  Iowa  farms 
in  poor  condition  to  produce  hatching  eggs,  because  they  have  received 
poor  feed  and  poor  care  during  the  past  season  when  egg  and  poultry 
prices  were  low. 


My  time  is  almost  up  but  I  must  give  you  the  weekly  list  of 
publications  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture.    Here  we  go.    The  first 
bulletin  is  a  brand  new  publication  and  is  called  

DISEASES  AND  PARASITES  OF  POULTRY  it's    Farmers'  Bulletin  No.l652~F 

FEEDING  CATTLE  FOR  BEEE  is  n    Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1549-3? 

HOMES  FOR  BIRDS   is       Farmers'  Bulletin  No.l456~F 

DISEASES  OF  SHESP  is       Farmers'  Bulletin  No.ll55~F 

MARKET  I  ft*  THE  COMMERCIAL  CROP  OF  EARLY  POTATOES  —is        Circular  No.l49-C 
BEEF  GR  AD  I NG  AMD  STAMPING  SERVICE  is        Leaflet  No.67~L 

You  may  have  copies  of  these  publications  by  writing  to  Station 

 in  or  if  you  prefer  you  may  write  directly  to  the  United  State 

Department  of  Agriculture  in  Washington,  D.C. 

 QOOOO  

CLOSI NG  ANNOUNCEMENT :  And  so  we  close  the  weekly  Farm  Science  Snapshot  program 

broadcast  from  Station    every  Saturday.     Write  this  station  or  the  United 

States  Department  of  Agriculture  in  Washington,  D.  C,  if  you  want  copies  of 
the  publications  mentioned  in  today's  program. 


*  FEB 


FARM  SCIENCE  SNAPSHOTS.  Saturday,  February  14,  1931. 

NOT  FOR  PUBLICATION. 

SPEAKING  TIME :    10  Minutes  All  Regions 

OPSNI ITC-  ANNOUNCEIIE NT :    And  now,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  Station  

presents  the  Earm  Science  Snapshots  prepared  "by  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture.    This  10-minute  program  consists  of  short 
paragraphs  summarizing  whatTs  new  and  outstanding  in  the  field  of. 
agriculture  and  related  subjects. 

— oOo — 

"Big  industries  have  found  their  research  expenditures  a  good 
investment  in  progress,"  says  Dr.  A.  E.  Woods,  director  of  scientific 
work  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.    The  Federal 
Government  and  State  agricultural  experiment  stations  spend  close  to 
$30,000,000  a  year  to  learn  how  to  control  production,  reduce  loss,  and 
increase  the  profits  of  the  $60,000,000  agricultural  industry.  This 
investment  in  scientific  research,  according  to  Dr.  Woods,  has  made 
American:  .agriculture,  with  all  its  short  comings,  the  "best  in  the  world. 


A  tern  banded  at  Chatham,  Massachusetts,  on  July  5,  1929,  has  been 
captured  on  the  Island  of  Marguerita,  in  Venezuela,  says  the  United 
States  Biological  Survey.     One  of  the  leading  newspapers  in  that  section 
suggests  that  this  bird  was  released  by  some  Yankee  millionaire  who 
wanted  a  novel  means  of  establishing  communication  with  a  South  American 
senorita- — -or  perhaps  by  the  daughter  of  a  millionaire  who  hoped  the 
finder  and  writer  would  offer  himself  as  a  candidate  for  her  hand.  That1 
romantic  all  right,  but  the  dispatch  doesnlt  say  WHO  found  the  tern. 


"Buying  a  pig  in  a  poke,"  used  to  be  advised  against,  but  now 
some  of  the  best  grocery  stores  are  offering  such  farm  products  as 
potatoes,  and  onions  in  a  cloth  bag  with  an  "open  face"  or  a  "show  window 
on  one  side.     One  side  of  the  bag  is  woven  like  any  qther  cloth  bag  and 
the  brand  is  printed  on  this  side.    The  other  side  is  woven  very  thin  so 
that  the  product  can  be  seen  from  that  side.    This  bag  replaces  to  some 
extent  the  paper  bag,  eliminates  weighing  and  tieing,  and  when  empty 
can  be  washed  out  and  used  as  a  dust  cloth.    This  "show  window"  cloth 
bag  was  worked  out  by  the  North  Carolina  College  of  Agriculture  and 
Engineering,  and  its  use  offers  another  outlet  for  cotton. 
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And  now  here's  an  interesting  item  for  you  listeners  who  happen 
to  be  enjoying  a  comfortable  wood  fire  in  the  fireplace.    Of  course,  most 
of  you  know  that  a  cord  of  wood  is  4  feet  wide,  4  feet  high,  and  8  feet 

long*    Uow  the  question  is  how  big  does  a  tree  have  to  be  to  produce  a 

cord  of  wood?    While  you1 re  thinking  I'll  tell  you  that  a  cord  contains 
128  cubic  feet  and  that  a  closely  piled  cord  of  straight  wood  contains 
more  wood  than  a  cord  of  crooked  sticks  loosely  piled.    That  accounts 
for  the  variation  in  a  cord  of  wood  in  different  sections  and  under 
different  conditions.     It's  impossible  to  fill  the  entire  cord  space  of 
128  cubic  feet  with  regular  wood.    Under  ordinary  conditions  about  30  or 
35  cubic  feet  will  be  air  space  between  the  sticks.    That  leaves  about  90 
cubic  feet  of  wood  in  the  ordinary  cord.    The  Forest  Service  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  says  that  a  hardwood  tree  20  inches  thick  at  the 
stump  and  50  feet  high  will  just  about  make  90  cubic  feet  of  wood  provided 
the  limbs  are  used  and  that  thg  tree  is  regular  and  fairly  well  proportioned. 
In  other  words,  you  burn  a  hardwood  tree  20  inches  thick  at  the  stump  and 
50  feet  high  every  time  you  burn  a  cord  of  hard  wood.    That  sounds  like  a 
lot  of  wood,  and  the  Forest  Service  suggests  the  use  of  dead,  crooked,  dis- 
eased, and  malformed  trees  for  firewood.    However,  they  say  it's  much 
better  for  a  tree  to  furnish  a  cheerful  fire  in  the  home  than  to  go  up  in 
smoke  in  a  forest  fire. 


Cotton  root  rot  is  costing  cotton  farmers  in  the  Southwest  $100,000-, 000 
a  year  said  Dr.  J.  J.  Skinner  of  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry  and  Soils  in. a 
recent  address  before  the  Southern  Agricultural  Workers  in  Atlanta.  Root 
rot  has  already  invaded  196  counties  in  Texas,  and  the  disease  has  been 
found  in  several  other  Southwestern  States.     Dr.  Skinner  said  that  cotton 
root  rot  is  so  serious  as  to  call  for  the  best  efforts  of  State  and  Federal 
authorities.    He  stated  that  the  disease  is  more  prevalent  on  alkaline  soils 
than  on  acid  soils,  and  that  eroded  shallow  soils  are  more  subject  to  the 
disease  than  rich  deep  low-lying  soils.    The  worst  effects  of  cotton  root 
rot  are  not  evident  until  midsummer.    Therefore,  applications  of  phosphatic 
and  nitrogenous  fertilizers  can  be  made  to  hasten  the  growth  and  fruiting 
of  cotton  plants  thus  aiding  in  maturing  an  early  crop.    In  this  way 
serious  losses  from  the  disease  can  be  partially  avoided.    Aerating  the 
soil  by  subsoiling  and  chiseling  helps  in  the  control  of  this  disease. 
Soil  aeration  proves  unfavorable  to  the  growth  of  the  organisms  which  cause 
cotton  root  rot. 


A  $5  razorback  hog  can  in  100  days  destroy  southern  pine  seedlings 
worth  $100.    That's  a  dollar's  worth  of  seedlings  every  day  he  roots. 

Veterinary       -  medicine  is  one  profession  that  is  not  overcrowded 
today,  and  the  schools  are  not  graduating  as  many  veterinarians  as  are 
likely  to  be  needed  in  the  future. 

Bone  meal  is  a  very  good  fertilizer  for  lawns.  It's  safe  to  apply 
and  gives  fairly  qaick  results.  Apply  it  in  late  winter  or  early  spring, 
using  from  10  to  15  pounds  to  1,000  square  feet  of  lawn. 
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Red  squill  is  a  bulb  something  like  an  onion.     Ground  to  powder, 
it  is  deadly  to  rats  and  relatively  harmless  to  other  animals  and  to  birds. 


Strawberry  rots  which  affect  strawberries  in  the  field  cause  even 
greater  losses  to  strawberries  in  transit,  says  Fanners'  Bulletin  No. 
1458-F  on  STRAWBERRY  DISEASES.    This  publication  is  free. 

"There  are  few  decorative  plants  so  adaptable  as  the  daffodil, 
"says  Circular  No.  122-0,  on  DAFFODILS.    It's  free  for  the  asking. 

"Proper  housing  is  an  important  factor  in  the  successful  raising 
of  hogs,"  says  Farmers1  Bulletin  Ho.  1487-F,  on  PRACTICAL  HOG  HOUSES. 

"Guinea  fowl  are  growing  in  favor  as  a  substitute  for  game  birds," 
says  Farmers1  Bulletin  No.lo91-F,  on  THE  GUINEA  FOWL.     This  is  a  free 
bulletin. 

The  best  time  to  select  a  good  beef  calf  is  before  it  is  weaned, 
says  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.ll35-F,  on  THE  BEEF  CALF —  IT S  GROWTH  AND  DE- 
VELOPMENT. 

The  sour  or  "pie"  cherry  is  perhaps  the  most  widely  grown  fruit 
tree  in  the  country,  says  Farmers1  Bulletin  No.  77  6-F  on  GROWING  CHERRIES 
EAST  OF  THE  ROCKY  MOUNTAINS* 

"When  you  buy  a  bull  on  the  basi  s  of  performance  he  will  not 
disappoint  you,"  says  Circular  No.  3-C,  on  PROVED  DAIRY  SIRES. 

Montana  vetch  is  adapted  to  the  mild  regions  of  the  Pacific  Coast 
States,  and  to  the  southern  parts  of  the  States  bordering  on  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  says  Circular  No.l52-C,  on  MONTANA  VETCH. 

CLO S PI G  ANNOUNC EMSNT :    And  so  we  close  the  Farm  Science  Snapshot  program 
prepared  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  and  broadcast  from 

Station   every  Saturday.    Write  this  station  or  the  United  States 

Department  of  Agriculture  in  Washington,  D.  C.  for  any  of  the  publications 
mentioned  in  today's  program.    They  are  all  free. 


NOT  FOR  PUBLICATION. 


Speaking  Time:  10  Minutes.  All  Regions. 

OPENING  ANNOUNCEMENT;    Every  Saturday  Station   presents  the  Farm  Science 

Snapshots  prepared  "by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.  These  short 
paragraphs  give  a  "brief  summary  of  what  is  going  on  in  the  fields  of  scientific 
agriculture  and  related  subjects. 
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The  radio  service  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  has  "been 
preparing  and  assisting  in  the  "broadcasting  of  agricultural  information  since  its 
"beginning  in  1926.     Station  WGY  Schenectady,  New  York  in  cooperation  with  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  is  running  a  series  of  16  experimental  programs  to  try 
to  find  out  whether  the  farm  listener  wants  straight  information  without  any 
frills,  or  whether  he  wants  it  dressed  up  and  sugar-coated  according  to  the  lat- 
est fashion.    These  test  programs  are  scheduled,  each  week  during  February  and 
March  of  this  year.    Reports  are  already  coming  in  from  the  first  tests,  and  there 
will  "be  another  announcement  after  all  reports  have  "been  tabulated. 


On  account  of  last  summer's  drought  which  resulted  in  a  shortage  of  live- 
stock feed  in  many  sections  The  Department  of  Agriculture  points  out  that  the  "con- 
ditioning" of  work  stock  "before  "beginning  actual  work  this  spring  is  especially 
important.    Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  141 9-F  on  CARE  AND  MANAGEMENT  OF  FARM  WORK  HORSES 
contains  helpful  suggestions  for  getting  the  horses  ready  for  spring  work  on  the 
farm. 

According  to  medical  authorities  there  is  no  known  drug  or  combination  of 
drags,  nor  any  food,  which  will  prevent  or  cure  influenza.    This  statement  re- 
flects world-wide  medical  experience  and  is  generally  accepted  as  a  fact,  accord- 
ing to  Mr.  W.  G.  Campbell,  chief  of  the  United  States  Food  and  Drug  Administration. 
Any  manufacturer  who  attempts  to  cash  in  on  the  public's  fear  of  influenza  by  sell- 
ing preparations  represented  by  label  or  circular  as  preventatives  or  treatments 
for  flu,  la  grippe,  pneumonia,  and  related  diseases,  renders  his  product  liable  to 
seizure  and  himself  to  prosecution  under  the  food  and  drugs  act. 


The  1930  crop  of  pop  c<*rn,  like  many  other  crops,  was  not  so  good  on  ac- 
count of  the  drought.    Pop  corn  prices  are,  therefore,  a  little  higher  than  usual, 
and  according  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  this  may  cause  a  heavy  planting  of 
pop  corn  in  the  spring  of  1931.    Pop  corn  growers  are  warned  against  this  because 
a  heavy  crop  in  1931  is  apt  to  flood  the  market  with  disastrous    effects  to  both 
old  and  new  growers. 
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"Showboat"  is  the  name  of  the  Forest  Service's  new  cooperative  lecture 
truck  in  the  North  Pacific  region.     It  has  just  completed  its  first  lecture  tour 
and  was  on  the  raod  5  weeks  and  attended  "by  more  than  14,000  people.     The  object 
of  "Showboat's"  tours  is  to  further  forest-fire  prevention  and  aid  farmers  of 
eastern  Oregon  in  tree  planting. 


Iowa  has  359  dealers  and  shippers  in  89  counties  buying  eggs  on  a  graded 
basis  according  to  Mr.  W.  T.  Termohlen  extension  poultry  specialist  of  the  Iowa 
State  College.  Farmers  selling  eggs  on  a  graded  basis  receive  on  an  average  of 
almost  3  cents  a  dozen  more  for  their  eggs  over  a  period  of  a  year  than  farmers 
selling  eggs  the  old  way.  The  same  farmers  have  also  developed  better  fall  and 
winter  production  when  eggs  are  generally  higher  priced. 


Feed  makes  up  60  per  cent  of  the  total  cost  of  producing  eggs,  according 
to  Mr.  H.  H.  Alp  of  the  Illinois  College  of  Agriculture.    Farmers  are  urged  this 
winter  to  take  advantage  of  cheap  mill  feeds  and  grains  and  thereby  reduce  feed 
costs  to  a  minimum.    A  good  home  mixed  ration  for  hens  and  pullets  can  be  made 
from  the  following:  195  pounds  of  ground  yellow  corn,  100  pounds  of  ground  wheat, 
100  pounds  of  ground  oats,  100  pounds  of  meat  scrap,  and  5  pounds  of  common  salt. 


A  .11  per  cent  increase  in  hog  prices  in  1929  as  compared  to  1928  resulted 
in  a  24  per  cent  increase  in  the  production  of  pork  on  39  Webster  County,  Iowa, 
farms  where  detailed  records  were  kept.    This  increase  was  the  result  of  18  per 
cent  more  litters,  7  per  cent  more  pigs  raised  per  litter,  and  5  per  cent  in- 
creased weight  per  hog  when  sold* 


Fish  oils  from  canned  tuna,  sardines,  menhadden,  and  salmon  contain  vita- 
min D.     They  are  valuable  and  the  housewife  should  stop  feeding  them  to  the  cat 
and  serve  them  to  the  family — •  says  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 


From  15  to  18  bushels  of  seed  potatoes  should  be  planted  to  an  acre  of 
ground  instead  of  from  9  to  11  the  usual  amount,  sayt  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture which  states  that  the  more  liberal  use  of  potato  seed  would  increase  the 
average  production  per  acre. 


The  corn  earworm  destroys  $40,000,000  worth  of  corn  a  year  according  to 
a  brand  new  Farmers  Bulletin  No,  1651-F,  on  THE  CORN  EAR  WORM. 


There  seems  to  be  no  good  reason  for  allowing  moths  to  eat  up  the  woolen 
materials  in  upholstered  furniture,  says  another  new  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1655-F 
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on  *e&  control  of  moths  in  upholstered  furMur3. 


Ice  wells  have  "been  found  practical  and  successful  for  dairymen  in  the 
colder  parts  of  this  country,  government  dairy  specialist  announce  in  Circular 
No.  155- C  on  "THE  ICE  WELL  FOR  THE  DAIRY  FARM"  just  issued. 


High  grade  Karakul  sheep,  as  good  for  fur  as  purehreds,  can  he  develbped 
"by  mating  American  type  grade  ewes  with  purehred  Karakul  rams  according  to  ex- 
periments announced  in  the  new  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1632-1?,  on  KARAKUL  SHEEP; 


Good  street  trees  provide  a  grateful  shade  and  add  to  the  value  of  near- 
by property,  says  Farmers  1  Bulletin  No.  1209-F  on  PLANTING  AND  CARE  OF  STREET 
SHADS  TREES. 


Every  effort  should  he  made  to  develop  pigs  during  the  suckling  period  so 
that  they  will  continue  to  grow  and  fatten  as  rapidly  as  possible,  says  Farmers' 
Bulletin  No.  1504-F  on  SELF-FEEDING  versus  HAND- FEEDING  OF  SOWS  AND  LITTERS. 


The  Department  of  Agriculture  is  looking  for  an  ASSOCIATE  CYT0L0G1ST  in 
cotton  at  a  salary  of  from  $3,200  to  $3,800  a  year.    All  papers  for  this  exam- 
ination must  be  in  Washington  not  later  than  March  4,  1931.    For  further  infor- 
mation address  the  United  States  Civil  Service  Commission,  Washington,  D.  C, 


CLOSING  ANNOUNCEMENT ;    And  so  we  conclude  the  Farm  Science  Snapshots  prepared  by 
the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,     If  you  desire  copies  of  publica- 
tions mentioned  during  today's  Snapshot  program  address  your  request  to  this 
station  or  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  in  Washington,  D.  C.  An- 
other one  of  these  Snapshot  programs  will  be  presented  from  this  station  at  this 
same  time  next  Saturday  and  every  Saturday  thereafter. 
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FARM  SCIENCE  SNAPSHOTS 


Saturday ,  F $bzv^$^£&T-193L*—  


NOT  FOR  PUBLICATION 


Speaking  Time:  10  Minutes. 


All  Regions, 


OPENING-  ANNOUNCEMENT :     Ladies  and  gentlemen,  Station 


pauses  from 


other  activities  long  enough  to  present  a  10-minute  Farm  Science  Snapshot 
program  prepared  "by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 


— 00O00 — 

A  herring  gull  "banded  on  September  5,  1923,  at  Wood  Island,  New  Bruns- 
wick was  captured  in  a  poultry  yard  at  Freeport,  Nova  Scotia,  on  September  22, 
1930.      This  bird  was  thus  at  least  7  years  old. 


Production  records  are  absolutely  necessary  if  American  Dairymen  are 

to  make  permanent  and  constructive  progress  says  0.  E.  Reed,  chief  of  the 

United  States  Bureau  of  Dairy  Industry.     The  lack  of  records  is  our  greatest 
handicap  and  source  of  loss  today,  says  Mr.  Reed.      It  is  difficult  to  esti- 
mate how  many  millions  of  dollars  it  would  be  worth  to  our  dairy  industry  if 
we  could  have  an  adequate  number  of  accurate  records  on  the  dairy  cattle  of 
the  United  States.    Production  records  are  kept  on  only  about  2  and  one-half 
per  cent  of  our  dairy  cows  at  the  present  time,  and  the  average  production 
per  cow  for  the  entire  country  is  4,600  pounds  of  milk.      In  Denmark  records 
are  kept  on  31  per  cent  of  their  dairy  cows  and  the  average  production  per  cow 
is  6,698  pounds  of  milk.     In  other  words,  the  average  dairy  cow  in  Denmark 
produces  41.6  per  cent  more  milk  than  the  average  cow  in  the  United  States. 
Netherland  has  records  on  20  per  cent  of  her  dairy  cows,  Sweden  11  per  cent, 
and  Germany  9. 

"WHY  MOTHS  LEAVE  HOME"  is  the  title  of  a  one-reel  motion  picture  film 
just  released  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture.     Villain  Clothes  Moth  is  one 
of  the  largest  consumers  of  fabrics  in  the  world  costing  American  house- 
holders millions  of  dollars  every  year.      This  villain  is  found  in  clothes 
closets  from  Maine  to  Oregon,  Florida  to  Michigan  and  Texas  to  Montana.  The 
film  shows  that  young  moths  are  more  destructive  than  old  moths  which,  deposit 
their  eggs  in  the  fabrics.     From  these  eggs  come  worms  or  "larvae"  that  gorge 

themselves  on  our  expensive  fabrics  spin  cocoons  about  themselves  and  then 

lie  down  to  pleasant  dreams  to  awake  at  a  later  date  ready  to  lay  eggs  and 

start  the  cycle  all  over  again.     Schools,  colleges,  clubs,  churches,  organi- 
zations and  individuals  may  borrow  this  film  from  the  Office  of  Motion  Pictures, 
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United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C.      There  are  no 
charges.     The  "borrower  pays  transportation  charges  "both  ways,  and  that's  all. 


Fields  of  snow-white  cotton  seldom  reveal  the  cotton  seeds  nestling 
snugly  inside  the  soft,  white  lint.    Yet,  cotton  seed  is  a  valuable  "by-product 
of  the  great  cotton  crop.     Last  year  mort  than  215,000  tons  of  cottonseed  meal 
were  used  as  fertilizer.     This  compares  with  approximately  183,000  tons  used 
the  previous  year.     Farmers  "buy  cottonseed  meal  and  apply  it  on  the  soil  them- 
selves, and  fertilizer  manufacturers  "buy  the  meal  and  use  it  in  the  production 
of  certain  commercial  fertilizers  which  are  sold  to  the  farmers.     According  to 
the  United  States  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  about  S  per  cent  of  the 
1929  crop  went  "back  to  the  soil  as  fertilizer. 


A  new  national  forest,  known  as  the  HIAWATHA,  with  a  gross  area  of 
more  than  270,000  acres  located  in  the  heart  of  the  Upper  Peninsula  of  Michi- 
gan comes  into  "being  by  a  proclamation  of  President  Hoover,  says  an  announce- 
ment from  the  United  States  Forest  Service. 

This  "brings  the  total  number  of  national  forests  up  to  150,  with  a 
total  area  of  more  than  160,000,000  acres  administered  "by  the  Forest  Ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 


Bacterial  blight  of  beans  is  getting  to  be  one  of  the  most  troublesome 
pests  to  contend  with  in  the  production  of  the  annual  bean  crop.      Losses  in 
bad  seasons  run  as  high  as  75  per  cent  of  the  crop  in  some  sections,  and  the 
annual  loss  often  reaches  as  much  as  a  quarter  million  bushels  of  beans. 
Development  of  bean  varieties  resistant  to  bacterial  blight  appears  to  be  the 
most  promising  method  of  controlling  the  disease,  says  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Plant  Industry. 


Present  indications  are  that  we  may  be  able  to  develop  an  effective 
method  for  preserving  fruit  juices  by  freezing,  says  E.  M.  Chace  of  the  Fede- 
ral Bureau  of  Chemistry  and  Soils.     The  investigators  feel  that  they  are  al- 
ready well  advanced  in  their  search  for  a  method  of  freezing  that  will  pre- 
serve fruit  juices  satisfactorily  for  at  least  9  months. 


In  areas  in  northern  California  and  in  eastern  Oregon  and  Washington 
many  cattle  have  died  apparently  from  Plant  poisoning.      Symptoms  of  affected 
animals  have  been  described  a.s  similar  to  those  of  cattle  poisoned  by  larkspur, 
but  there  were  very  few  larkspur  plants  in  this  area  and  in  some  sections  none 
at  all,    A  cattle  owner  in  this  area  finally  suspected  that  a  species  of  LUPINE 
had  poisoned  his  cattle,  and  reported  his  belief  to  an  investigator  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture.      The  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry's  experiment  station 
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at  Sali:ia,  Utah,  procured  some  nearly*  mature  lupine  fruit  and  fed  it  experi- 
mentally to  cattle  j  sheep,  and  horses.      It  poisoned  all  three  species  of  the 
animals,  and  proved  particularly  dangerous  to  cattle. 

There  are  two  varieties  of  lupines  in  the  area  mentioned,  and  BOTH 
are  poisonous,  says  the  Department  of  Agriculture* 


Don't  leave  scattered  st raft  stacks  around  to  breed  stable  flies.  Plow 
it  under  or  burn  it,  says  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

****** 

Cattle  owners  in  tick  infested  areas  should  begin  nor;  and  dip  their 
cattle  every  14  days  until  next  November.     If  thoroughly  done,  this  will 
eradicate  the  pest,  says  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 


Flump  alfalfa  seeds  of  a  bright  olive-green  color  nearly  always  germi- 
nate well,  whereas  shriveled  seeds  or  those  of  a  brownish  color  usually  germi- 
nate poorly,  according  to  an  announcement  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Plant 
Industry. 


Drying  offers  a  simple  convenient,  and  economical  method  of  preserving 
many  food  materials  and  permits  the  carrying  over  of  the  surplus  into  periods 
in  which  fresh  fraits  and  vegetables  are  expensive  or  unobtainable,  says 
Farmers*  Bulletin  No.  984-F,  on  FAilM  A'lD  EOM  DRYING-  OF  FRUITS  AH)  VEGETABLES. 


A  poorly  drained  field  may  be  more  detrimental  to  a  farmer's  success 
than  swamp  land.     When  a  field  is  plowed,  planted,  and  cultivated,  and  then  no 
crop  is  harvested,  not  only  is  the  land  unproductive,  hat  the  labor,  fertilizer 
and  seed  like-wise  are  lost,  says  Farmer's  Bulletin  No.  1606-F  on  FAB.'  DRAINAGE. 


The  cost  of  digging  ditches  by  machinery  in  many  soils  is  about  the 
same  as  when  they  are  dug  by  hand.     The  advantage  of  machine  work  over  hand 
labor  is  that  fewer  men  are  required  and  the  job  can  be  completed  quicker,  says 
Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1131-F,  on  TILE-TRENCHING  MACHINERY. 


Transplanting  Sugar  Beets  in  Utah  and  Idaho,  is  the  title  of  a  new 
Circular  No.  156-C. 


The  Production  of  Hyacinth  Bulbs,  is  the  title  of  another  new 
Circular  No.  112-C. 
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CLQS im  ANNOUUCSMS:^ :     Ladies  and  gentlemen,  you  have  teen  listening  to  the 
Farm  Science  Snapshot  program  prepared  "by  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture.    You  may  have  free  copies  of  all  the  publications  mentioned 
in  this  program  "by  addressing  your  request  to  this  station  or  to  the  United 

States  Department  of  Agriculture  in  Washington,  D.  C.      Station   will 

"broadcast  another  one.  of  the  Snapshot  programs  at  this  sane  time  next 
Saturday. 
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